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See story on pages 4 and 5. 


KK Recycled Paper 


2 


News Update | 


—T Schools Ban Gang Clothing _ 


In some cities, kids’ 
wearing certain cloth- 
ing, or “colors, to 
_ school have been beat- 
en up, robbed, or even 
killed. Violence in 
schools has become | 
i such a big problem in 
Oakland, Calif., that 
the city recently bantied | 
| - from schools any cloth-- 

ee linked with gangs. _ 

Many students 
oppose the ban, saying 
it takes away their 
_ ith trar tters right to dress as they 
a tt she ei wigs. .. + j|@heGse. These students 
_ Jors were bred in two say some of the banned © 

. clothing is just a fad 

- and not gang-related. 
/ 0: . | e Some adults also think 
Woy Redden Siuior ser ee this type of dress code 
— 5, dated October 11, et) _ robs kids of their right 
_ | ast flying to make choices. 
- But many parents 
“ _ and teachers say bans 
- on certain clothing are 
“needed to fight growing viplenee | in. 
school. They say schools need to be 
safe from violence so kids can 
focus on learning. : 
s ihe majority of Oakland stu- 

to dents say they don’t like the new 
dress code, but some say they favor 
| it The kids who favor the ban say 
_ they hope it makes school safer. 


—Jim Wilson/The New York Times 


‘Demetros Byrd, a student in Oakland, Calif., 
favors the new dress code even though it bans 
_black velvet hats like the one she’s wearing. _ 


* Do you think schools have _ 
the right to ban clothing linked _ 
with gangs? Why orwhynot? 3 
What are some other ways to’ | 
reduce violence in schools? 


Video Gloves Protect Hardworking Thumbs 


Some video-game players say 
playing for hours at a time makes 
their thumbs hurt. Video-game 
gloves might be the solution to 
their problem. 

Made of stretchy material nd 
leather, the gloves come in black 
combined with neon colors. They 
have padded thumbs and no 
fingers. They cost about $14 a 
pair. Some store owners say 
that the gloves are attracting 
attention and selling well. 

The inventor of the gloves 


) 


says they protect players’ thumbs 
from blisters or calluses. He says 
people whose thumbs feel better 
may play better. 


Champion Glove 
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OS Copyright © 1992 by Weekly Reader Corporation, 245 Long Hill Road, Middletown, CT 06457. 
EDPRESS Weekly Reader is a federally registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation. 


-But one doctor says wearing the 
gloves may backfire. People who 
play video games often and for 
long periods of time risk damag- 
ing the tendons and muscles in 
their thumbs. If the gloves allow 
players to spend more time on 
video games, players may be more 
likely to hurt their thumbs. 

The doctor also says some 
players may find that Band- 
Aids will give their thumbs all 
the protection they need. 


The weather in your area might 
be unusual this year. In fact, 
weather in much of the world 
might be out of the ordinary. 

The problem is El Nino, an 
unusually warm, strong current of 
water in the eastern Pacific 
Ocean. El Nifio has formed before 
in the same area off the coast 
of Ecuador and Peru. South 
American fishermen gave El Nifio 
its name, which refers to the 
Christ child, because it forms 
around Christmas. 

In the past, El Nifo has caused 
wild weather around the world 
because it has affected both water 
currents and air currents. 


How El! Niho Works 

El Nino starts.as an unusually 
warm pool of water. This pool of 
water warms the air above it. This 
mass of warm air collides with 
trade winds that normally blow 
from east to west and weakens 
them. Under normal conditions, 
the trade winds push against 
water currents flowing east 
toward South America. But when 
these winds are weakened, the 


‘ 
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Science News 


KI Nino May Upset World’s Weather 


currents flowing east toward 
South America become much 
stronger. 

This strong current has become 
El Nino. It heats the air above it 
and alters wind patterns around 
the world. The path of a high-alti- 
tude, high-speed wind current 
called the jet stream changes. 
(See map.) When the path of the 
jet stream is changed, weather 
patterns change. | 

Some weather experts say that 
El] Nifio may be the reason that 
parts of the southern U.S. 
received 200 to 1,000 percent 
of normal rainfall this past 


EL NINO DISRUPTS WEATHER 


AFRICA 


A house is 
swept away by 
a recent flood in 
Texas. The 
floods came 
after unusually 
high amounts of 
rainfall, which 
some experts 
say might have 
been caused by 
El Nino. 


December. In Texas, these down- 
pours caused massive flooding. 
Many people lost their homes. 

In the past, El Nino has shifted 
rain from Indonesia into the 
ocean and caused drought in 
northern Australia and the 
Philippines. In India, where farm- 
ers count on monsoon rains, there 
have been crop failures when the 
monsoons failed to come. 

The effects of El Nifio are 
expected to reach a peak in about 
six months. The change in ocean 
temperature usually lasts for 
about 12 to 18 months. Then 
weather returns to normal. 


AMERICA 
Warm 
ie 


El Nino could cause changes 
in normal weather patterns 
worldwide. The map shows 
experts’ predictions about 
weather pattern changes. 
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¢ In Los Angeles, Calif., huge 
gangs such as the Bloods and the 
Crips wage war against each other 
with AK-47 and Uzi assault 
weapons. 

¢ In Chicago, Ill., a white gang 
called the Skinheads is a brother- 


Many gangs, such as this skinhead gang, mark their territories with graffiti. 


s 


FBI Helps Police 
Crack Down on Gangs 


hood of hate whose members 


attack kids of other races. 

® In Philadelphia, Pa., a 14-year- 
old member of the Raiders gang 
strays outside his turf. He is shot 
dead in a split second by a 14- 
year-old from the rival A’s gang. 


; 


Gang violence is sweeping U.S 
cities. Ten years ago, only te 
cities had serious problems wit 
gangs. Today, the Federa 
Government estimates, 125 citie 
have gangs with a total of 300,00 
members. Los Angeles is ofte 
called the “gang capital” of th 
United States because in this cit 


alone, there are about 950 gang 


with a total of 100,000 members. 

Police have been waging a los 
ing battle against these stree 
gangs. Now police will be receiv 
ing some much-needed help fror 
the Federal Bureau of Inves 
tigation (FBI). 

Three hundred FBI agents wh 
were once spies in Communis 
countries such as the forme 


Soviet Union have been reas 


signed to 39 U.S. cities. (See ma 
on page 8.) 


Throwing the Book at Gangs 

“Our message to gang member 
and leaders is this: When w 
throw the federal book at you, : 
will be a knockout blow,” say 
Attorney General William Bar 
announcing the FBI crackdowr 
“There will be no bail. No probe 
tion. No parole. You will spend 
long time in a federal penitentiar 
[prison ].” 

The FBI says that its agent 
probably won’t be fighting gan 
violence by going undercove 
inside gangs. That, they say 
would be almost impossible i: 
most neighborhood gangs, wher 
members have known one anothe 
all their lives. : 

Barr says that FBI agents ca: 
make criminal charges agains 


‘gangs stick because the FBI ca 


charge gang members with feders 
crimes that have stiff penaltie: 


— © Paul Kuroda/JB Pictures 


For example, committing a crime 
with a gun transported from 
another state is a federal offense. 
In California, no guns are manu- 
factured for sale. So anyone who 
commits a crime with a gun in 
California can be charged with a 
federal crime. 

The FBI will also be better able 
to crack down on such crimes as 
drug trafficking. FBI officials say 
they plan to use high-tech elec- 
tronic devices to gather informa- 
tion about crimes committed by 
gangs. They will also set up a 
nationwide computer network to 
track interstate crimes committed 
by gangs. 


The Gang Culture 

Gangs usually form in city 
neighborhoods where there is high 
unemployment. Many gang mem- 
bers come from broken families. 
They are often school dropouts. 

“When they do not have educa- 
tion, they try to show their power 
in other ways,” says one expert. 

Gang members identify them- 
selves by wearing what they call 
“colors.” Sometimes these are sim- 
ply colors like the red of the 
Bloods and the blue of the Crips. 
Sometimes they are the colors and 
emblems of sports teams. Gang 
members sometimes wear tattoos 
or certain hairstyles, hats, or jew- 
elry. Some schools are banning 
such “colors” because they can 
cause violence. (See News Update, 
page 2.) 
In the past, gang wars were 
fought with knives and baseball 
bats. But today, many gangs use 
powerful assault weapons. This 
more dangerous way of fighting is 
one of the main reasons, say 
experts, for an alarming increase 


Paul Yuskales 


in the number of murders in the 
United States. Many of those 
murders are committed by young 
people. (See graph.) And in about 
half of those murders, the victim 
is not a gang member but an inno- 
cent bystander. 


Will a Crackdown Work? 

The FBI says there is evidence 
that a federal crackdown can help 
to break up gangs. In Philadelphia, 


Pa., for example, after FBI agents 


arrested the leaders of a big gang, 
the gang fell apart. 

All police and city officials don’t 
agree that gang violence can be 
stopped with police actions alone. 


A gang of 
Hispanic youths 
in Compton, 
Calif., has lost 
three members 
to drive-by 
shootings. 


One model program, also in 
Philadelphia, has stopped gang 
violence in one section of the city 
in another way. First, gang lead- 
ers were brought together for a 
meeting to iron out differences. A 
new center called the House of 
Umoja (Unity) was built, where 
gang members can meet for recre- 
ational activities and for help in 
finding jobs. 


°How does gang violence 
affect kids who are not members 
of a gang? 


MURDERS COMMITTED BY 
YOUTHS UNDER AGE 18 


3.000. 


source: 
FBI Uniform Crime Reports 
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Body Talk 


Trouble With Friends 


By Leon Rosenberg, Ph.D. 
Johns Hopkins Children’s Center 


Lie, 15 Oe > > Eee err ee 


Two of your best friends are angry with you. 
They won’t talk to you. You don’t know what’s 
going on. What would you really do? (Check one.) 


| Decide that if your friends don’t want to talk to 
you, you don't want to talk to them. 
LJ Try to solve the problem. 
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Most kids would check “try to solve the problem.” 
But some kids don’t do that. Instead, they take the © 
easy way out and act angry right back at their 
friends. 

We all need friends. And we all feel sad and real- 
ly hurt if people we like suddenly don’t seem to like 
us anymore. When we feel hurt, it’s actually easier 
to act angry and hide our feelings. That way, we 
don’t have to admit how hurt we feel. 

But how can you solve the problem? The first 
step is to start talking. Here’s where you need to be 
brave. You have to take the first step. Choose one 
friend to approach. Try to find a time when that 
friend is alone. In a nice way, say to this friend, 
“['m unhappy that we don’t seem to be friends any- 
more. We need to talk.” 

Another approach can work too. If there is anoth- 

-er person who is friends with both you and the 
friends who are angry with you, ask that person to 
act as a mediator, or go-between. Ask that person 
to get you all together to start talking. The go- 
between can set the rules, such as making sure 
everyone gets to speak without being interrupted. 

And if all this doesn’t work because your friends 

NAH refuse to talk to you, it might be time to make some 

Ah new friends. Real friendships are strong enough to 


| ( 


ce handle some bad times. 
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—John Liebler 
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Tom Seaver, the former New 
York Mets pitcher, recently was 
swept into the Baseball Hall of 
Fame with the most votes of any 
player in history. 

Seaver was a power pitcher, a 
lot like Roger Clemens of the Red 
Sox is now. But though Seaver 
was a sports superstar, fans also 
admired him for his hard work 
and good attitude. His nickname 
was “Tom Terrific.” 

When Seaver joined the Mets 
in 1967, the team had been 
around only six years and was 
known for losing games. Seaver’s 
pitching helped make fans and 
rival teams take the Mets serious- 


j 


ly. It also helped the Mets win. 
During his 20-year career, 
Seaver also played for the 
Cincinnati Reds, Chicago White 
Sox, and Boston Red Sox. Here 
are some highlights of his career. 
e He was named National League 
Rookie of the Year in 1967. 
¢ In 1969, he led the Mets to win 
their first World Series. That sea- 
son, he won 25 games and lost 7. 
¢ His career win-loss record was 
311-205, with 3,640 strikeouts 
and 61 shutouts. | 
Seaver’ now works as a TV 
announcer for the New York 
Yankees. But he is best remem- 
bered as a Mets player. 


—UPI 


This is Tom Seaver in 1969, the year 
the Mets won the World Series. 


—AP/Wide World 


meal at their kitchen table when 
_a tornado picked up their house 
and blew away the walls and | 


kitchen floor, the table, and the 
people back to the eye 
unharmed. _ 


e@ Other tornadoes have done 


strange things too. One twister 
picked up a crate of eggs and 
blew it 500 yards without crack- 
ing a single egg. After another 
_ tornado, a police officer’ s badge 
_ was found embedded in a tree 
150 miles from the oe where it 
had been swept up. 


® Have you ever been covert ina 


fishstorm? There have been — 
many times when fish have been 
_ reported falling from the sky dur- 
ing thunderstorms. In 1939, 
frogs rained down over Wiltshire, | 
— 


° A man and woman were eatinga _ - © Pak Farase Roy Suliver: set a 


roof. But the twister dropped the 
 Sullivanlostatoenailandhis  —T 

eyebrows, and he suffered burns 
_No one knows what caused a 
strange yellow. mist in the air | 
“around Springfield, Mass., on 


that everyone had to turn t 


 @ The year 1816 boca: Know nae . 


England. Twenty inches of snow — 


ELECTION 


record he was never aiming for. 


In 1977, he was struck by ight. / _ 


ning for the seventh time since a _ 
1942. With various strikes, sy 


on his legs, chest, and stomach. 


Sept. 6, 1881. It became so aa : 


lights‘on in the middle of the day. 
Outdoors, people’s faces looked 


- yellow and the grass seemed to : . 


turn blue. - 


“4800 and froze to death” in New | 


fell on June 7 in Danville, Vir a 


killing frost occurred | in July and 


August. 


a prizewinning plow, and an 


= ee 


...invented the swivel chair, 


indoor weather vane? 


Calvin & Hobbes 
by Bill Watterson 


THE EARLY BIRD 
GETS THE NORM! 


—Bob Italiano 


Skills Page 


U.S. Cities Receiving 


i cities that © Cities that | Cities that LJ Cities that 
More Help from the FBI will have more will have 50-89 —willhave 30-49 _ will have up to 
eer than 90 FBl agents _—_- FBI agents FBI agents 


29 FBI agents 


The 39 cities shown ee 
on the map will each 
receive some new 
FBI agents to help 
in the fight against | 
gangs. The map 
shows the total | 
number of FBI 
agents who will 
be assigned 

to each city. 


Boston, Mass. 
ew Haven, Conn. 
New York City, N.Y. 
Newark, N.J. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Baltimore, Md. 

' Washington, D.C. 


San Francisco, 
se Calif. 


NC. 


jumbia, S.C. _ 


ee le w Orleans, La. 
2. 


a AS : 


Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation 


_ Map Reading 


Underline the word, words, or number that best completes 
éach statement. 


4. Acity that will have between 50 and 89 FBI 
agents is (Atlanta, Ga.; Portland, Oreg.; Denver, 

Colo). 

5. A city that will have 29 or fewer FBI agents is 


1. The two cities that will have the greatest num- 
ber of FBI agents are (New York City and 
Philadelphia, Chicago and Los eles New 
York City and Los Angeles.). 

2. The number of FBI agents assigned to Dallas, 
Tex., will be (29 or fewer, between 30 and 49, 
between 50 and 89). 

3. The two states that have the most cities receiv- 
ing more FBI help are (New York and 
California, Texas and es, Mi issourl and 
California). 


News Comprehension 


Mark each of the following statements 
Tit it is true or F if it is false. | 


1. Three hundred FBI agents have been reas- 
signed from Communist countries to U.S. 
cities. 
2. New York City is Lown as the gang capital 
of the United States. | 
3. In Los Angeles, Calif., there are about 95 
gangs with a total of 10,000 members. 
4. A gang’s colors are flags the gang carries. 
. El Nifo is a strong, warm Pacific Ocean cur- 
rent that may cause problems for weather 
worldwide. 


Ol 


(San Francisco, Calif.; Honolulu, Hawaii; 
Kansas City, Mo). | 

6. Salt Lake City, Utah, will have (29 or fewer, 
between 30 and 49, more than 90) FBI agents. 

7. A city on the Great Lakes that will have 

___ between 50 and 89 FBI agents is ( Chicago, li; 
Buffalo, N.Y; Cleveland, Ohio). 


GEOGRAPHY SKILLS BONUS : 


Which states are receiving no new FBI agents to 
fight gangs? Which part of the country has the 
fewest problems with gangs? 


News Vocabulary 
Underline the word used in this issue that best 
completes each statement. 


1. Someone not involved in a crime but near the 
scene is called a (criminal, bystander, spy). 

2. Police have been (waging, engaging, staging) a 

losing battle against street gangs. 

3. A prison may also be called a (pentagon, pen- 
nant, penitentiary). 

4. The FBI will set up a nationwide computer (net- 
work, newsroom, keyboard). 

5. A high-altitude, high-speed wind current is 
called (El Nino, the jet stream, trade winds). 

6. There were so few condors that they had to be 
bred in (captivity, California, extinction). 


Your next issue of Weekly Reader will be dated March 20, 1992. 
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